
CITY GROWTH & REGENERATION COMMITTEE

Subject:

Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme – Support for 

Hannahstown Community Association under the Rural Basic Services 

theme.

Date: 11 October 2017

Reporting Officer: Donal Durkan, Director of Development

Contact Officer: Laura Leonard, European & International Relations Manager

Restricted Reports

Is this report restricted? Yes No

If Yes, when will the report become unrestricted?                                               

After Committee Decision
After Council Decision
Some time in the future
Never

Call-in

Is the decision eligible for Call-in?                                                 Yes No

1.0 Purpose of Report or Summary of Main Issues

1.1 The purpose of the report is to seek Members’ approval for the Council: To act as the lead 

applicant for submission of a bid under the Rural Basic Services theme as part of the 

Northern Ireland Rural Development Programme (NIRDP) 2014-2020, on behalf of 

Hannahstown Community Association: To recommend that the capital match funding 

element and the request that the Council acts as the delivery agent, which is required to 

support the submission, is referred to the Strategic Policy & Resources Committee for 

consideration. 

X
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2.0 Recommendations

The Committee is asked to:

 Authorise the submission of a bid under the Rural Basic Services Theme of the 

Rural Development Programme for Hannahstown Village by Council, on behalf of 

Hannahstown Community Association.

 To secure the maximum funding allocation of £50,000 for the scheme, which is 75% 

of a total budget of £66,666, this requires Council to contribute a minimum of 

£16,666 which would make up the remaining 25% of the budget. As this money is 

capital, it needs to be considered by the SP&R Committee as the Council’s 

investment decision maker and Members are asked to agree that this scheme is 

referred to the SP&R Committee for its consideration

 That the project is delivered by the Property and Projects Department, subject to 

approval by the Strategic Policy and Resources Committee.

3.0 Main Report

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Members will recall that at its meeting on the 13 January 2016 the City & Growth 

Committee agreed to enter into an SLA with Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council to 

support the development and delivery of activities within the eligible area for the Northern 

Ireland Rural Development Programme 2014-2020 (NIRDP).

At the 8 March 2017 meeting Members agreed to authorise the submission of a bid under 

the Village Renewal theme of the Rural Development Programme (RDP) for Hannahstown 

and Edenderry. 

The SP&R Committee Council on 24 March 2017 agreed to provide match funding of 

£70,000 to secure the maximum allocation of £150,000 capital and approval of a 

contribution of £7,500 per year for 2016/17 and 2017/18 to support programme overheads 

from within existing Departmental budgets. It was also agreed that Officer time resource is 

used to work up the proposals.  

A further funding programme under the RDP 2014-2020 is the Basic Services Measure. 

This is designed to support investments in the setting up, improvement or expansion of 

local basic services for the rural population including related infrastructure. The call for 



3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

3.9

3.10

funding opens on 9 October 2017, and closes on Friday 22 December 2017. Applications 

can be made for up to £50,000.

Hannahstown and Edenderry have been identified as the only villages within the city 

council area eligible for funding under the Rural Basic Services theme. Mandatory 

workshops for all potential stakeholders on the RDP measures, including the Rural Basic 

Services theme were held on 24 November 2015 in Malone House and 2 December 2015 

in Sally Gardens Community Centre Poleglass.

Hannahstown Community Association identified a project to improve the Association’s 

community hall facility, however as a community association they cannot apply for the 

funding and have requested that the Council act as the lead applicant for this funding on 

their behalf. 

To secure the maximum funding allocation of £50,000 for the scheme, which is 75% of a 

total budget of £66,666, this requires Council to contribute a minimum of £16,666 which 

would make up the remaining 25% of the budget. There is also a requirement for the 

Council to act as the delivery agent for the proposal and it is proposed that this is taken 

forward via the Property & Projects Department, subject to approval by the Strategic Policy 

and Resources Committee.

Key Issues

The call for funding will officially open on 9 October 2017, and close on Friday 22 

December 2017. 

The delivery timescale and pre application requirements will include the development of a 

- Business Plan 

- Evidence of planning permission approval 

- All related procurement documentation (quotes/tender documentation)

- Evidence of match funding 

Equality and Good Relations Implications 

All activity will be subject to equality screening.

Financial and Resource Implications 

Match funding - The Rural Development Programme is subject to securing match funding 

from the Council.  To secure the maximum funding allocation of £50,000 for the scheme, 

which is 75% of a total budget of £66,666, this requires Council to contribute a minimum of 



£16,666 which would make up the remaining 25% of the budget. As this money is for capital 

works this needs to be agreed by the SP&R Committee as the Council’s investment decision 

maker, and it is proposed that this is referred to the SP&R Committee for their consideration. 

Officer time resources is required in continuing to work up the proposals and as the 

delivery agent, subject to SP&R approval.

4.0 Appendices – Documents Attached

None


